Newsletter
April 2022
T: 0459 779872
E: u3ayarracity@gmail.com
W: www.u3ayarracity.org.au
FaceBook: http://www.facebook.com/u3ayarra

17 Stanton Street
Abbotsford 3067
Office hours: Mon 1-3pm, Fri 10-12 noon
(Closed public holidays & school holidays)

President’s update

Contents

President’s update ......................... 1 After last year’s false start to face-to-face classes and activities
Program and Forums update ........ 2 I think we can be confident that our face-to-face program,

having begun, will continue. And it is wonderful to re-join

Literature from Different Voices
classes and other activities and reconnect with fellow U3A
and Places......................................... 3
Five things for a great ride ......... 4

members.

I would like to welcome our new members, several of whom I

A Spanner in the Works ............... 5 have spoken to last year, and am now able to meet. You are
Having a ball .................................... 5 especially valuable to our community as you bring new energy
Historic Walks – Princes Hill ....... 6 and perspectives. Our welcome lunch was well attended,

despite it being located further away at Mark Street Hall in
North Fitzroy and not as centrally located as in previous years.
Ageing Well in Yarra ..................... 8 Many thanks to all who assisted, in particular Viv Blanksby
A hidden gem ................................... 9 who managed the booking and coordinated the set-up of the
Profile – Margaret Gibson .......... 10 hall.
Memoir Writing Three .................. 7

Photo gallery...................................11 The Committee has begun the year well, ensuring a smooth
Diary dates .................................... 12 start with members able to register and enroll in classes as

efficiently as possible. This is a team effort, with members’
inquiries often being fielded by the office volunteers, under
Mary Walker’s coordination, and supported by our
Membership Secretary, Viv Blanksby, and Database Manager
Frank Moore. One hiccup has been that our Secretary, Jan
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David Lee

Once again we have been using Yarra Libraries and
neighbourhood houses for our venues, and I want to thank Lyn
Watson, ably assisted by Christine Harrison, for their tireless
efforts. One innovation, that is addressed in Lyn’s Program
report, is the introduction of a hybrid delivery of the Tuesday
morning Forums – with numbers of people attending face-toface and others attending remotely, via Zoom.
David Lee
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Program and Forums update
Semester one started with almost all classes, talks, walks etc operating in a
face-to-face mode, and we have already had enthusiastic reactions to many of
them.
Rodney Spark will
present a new
short course,
‘First Nations’,
which takes us
from 70,000
years ago to the
present day.

One last minute hitch occurred when the newly reopened Collingwood Library
Meeting Room was commandeered for the Senior Citizens while their hub is
being renovated. This meant that all our classes scheduled for Collingwood
Library were moved to Bargoonga Nganjin North Fitzroy Library (BN) for the
semester.
The Tuesday Forums, which were among those
relocated, have started as hybrid sessions –
that is, a combination of face-to-face and Zoom
participants. Gradually Lyn has managed to
master the collection of computer
paraphernalia, cords, cables and sound
equipment, which has to be transported from
our Abbotsford office to the library in North
Fitzroy each time. But we think it is worth the
effort.
Our ever-expanding range of new classes on offer this semester include:
Australian History in Brief, Israeli Folk Dance for Beginners Plus, two Memoir
groups, and Planning for a Safer Older Age.
Replacing the Tuesday Forums for term 2, Rodney Spark will present a new
short course, ‘First Nations’, which takes us from 70,000 years ago to the
present day. He will cover the history of Australian Indigenous people from the
Day of Creation, to the landing of Captain Cook, and end with the Uluru
Statement from the Heart. Videos showcasing the Indigenous voice (such as
Rachel Perkins ‘First Australians’) followed by discussion, are at the core of the
program. Please join us for this special series at Bargoonga Nganjin, North
Fitzroy Library, which will run over eight weeks from Tuesday 10 May, at
10:30am.
Thank you all for bearing with us as we navigate stopping, starting, masks on
and off, numbers allowed up and down. And we’re glad to see that everyone
has been happy to comply with the COVID vaccination requirements.
Lyn Watson and Christine Harrison
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Literature from Different Voices and Places
Post Colonial Literature has morphed into ‘Different Voices and Places’.

We have
learned that
there are often
many levels to
be investigated
but that we are
not always
required to
understand
everything.

Our first face to face meeting for the year consisted of a short introduction by
each of the 12 or so participants. What rich and varied experiences were
revealed.
We transitioned from mainly Indian Post Colonial Literature last year and now
we have changed continents and are looking at literature from writers from
Africa. Of course many of those countries have been influenced by invaders too
or have experienced border wars of their own. The stories from Ethiopia and
Sudan, Somalia and Zimbabwe expand our perceptions of these countries and of
the lives of their peoples.
Such literary adventures whet the appetite of this group whose members have
travelled widely before COVID put a stop to such things.
Discussion ranges widely and is ably kept on track by David Lee. The questions
he poses before the meeting act as a guide for the subsequent conversation. We
have learned that there are often many levels to be investigated but that we are
not always required to understand everything.
As a graduate of a medical stream I am challenged, stimulated and guided by an
excellent Arts teacher and hope one day to graduate from kindergarten.
Gweneth Anderton
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Five things for a great ride
So lovely riding
through the
eucalypts, across
all those bridges
and being
greeted by a
very raucous
chorus from the
cockatoos.

There are probably five things you need for a great bike ride and this group
had it all.
The first box was ticked with very congenial company.
We ticked the second box of not getting lost, despite Pam’s hazy memory of
part of the trail.
The third box was the excellent food and coffee at Petty’s Orchard, where
some of the group were visiting for the first time.
The fourth box was the weather – despite rather threatening clouds there was
no rain.
The fifth was the Mullum Mullum Trail. It’s such a beautiful and tranquil spot,
isn’t it? So lovely riding through the eucalypts, across all those bridges and
being greeted by a very raucous chorus from the cockatoos.
Most of us rode back to the city – a total of 40km.
Thanks to everyone for making it such an enjoyable ride.
Pam Kershaw
For descriptions of best bike rides in Melbourne click https://onyerbikeu3a.org.au/best-bike-rides-in-melbourne.

Members enjoying the Welcome Lunch
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A Spanner in the Works
Loretta Smith spoke about her book A Spanner in the Works at a recent Tuesday
Forum.

She also
designed her
garage with
adequate ceiling
lights and
extraction
points to
remove internal
fumes.

Her meticulous research details the short life of
Alice Anderson who grew up in rural Victoria.
Emerging from World War 1 and being mad
about car mechanics, she acquired a Hupmobile
for her 18th birthday and started a touring
company at the age of 19. She also became the
first woman to drive across the muddy Black
Spur road. Ever enterprising, at 20, she
established the first Womens’ Garage, naming it
‘Miss Anderson’s Motor Service’ in Cotham
Road, Kew. In 1926 she successfully completed
a 1500 mile trip to Central Australia in a Baby
Austin 7, truly a trip into the ‘Never Never’ and
not previously attempted.
Her entrepreneurial skills extended to her
invention of the ‘Get Out and Get Under’ trolley (still in use today) for working
under cars. She also designed her garage with adequate ceiling lights and
extraction points to remove internal fumes.
Thanks to Loretta Smith and of course Lyn for another fascinating Tuesday
Forum. Loretta’s book is in the U3A Office Library for anyone interested.
Susannah Dax

Having a ball
Hail to the ongoing learning of a U3A tutor!
Infuriated, I
whip around to
frantically
shake my
broken and
braced fist at
the driver…

Our weekly Table Tennis group has been in need of new bats and balls for a
while. Having a spare hour I took off to the sports stores in the heart of
Melbourne Town. At the second store, I managed to find four nice new bats and
a huge jar of orange ping pong balls - 50 to be precise. Then straight on to the
86 Tram and a seat. Very content I settled for the ride home thinking how
successful I had been. What do they say, ‘the best made plans …’
As I wait at the door at my stop outside ‘Woolies’, lo and behold the driver
speeds straight past! Infuriated, I whip around to frantically shake my broken
and braced fist at the driver and whack, the plastic jar catches on the rail and 50
bright orange ping pong balls fly all over the tram floor in all directions!
Thanks to the aid of my fellow travellers, they are retrieved. I still manage to
run around in front of the tram at the next stop, look up at the driver and shake
my fist with might.
Susannah Dax
Page 5 of 12

U3A Yarra City Newsletter

April 2022

Historic Walks – Princes Hill
Our first Historic Walk around Princes Hill commenced on Lygon and
MacPherson Streets corner.
Fortunately, a colonial government with foresight oversaw the subdivision of
Crown land in the 1870s, resulting in the present-day wide tree lined streets.
Three prominent Although predominately a mix of Victorian and Edwardian homes, Princes Hill
single-story
features a range of architectural styles including the Spanish Mission of the
houses in Wilson 1920s (218 MacPherson St), the 1930s ‘moderne’ Spartels Flats (18 Bowen
St were built
Cres), industrial conversions, and present-day forms. A former Dying and
between 1893
Waterproofing works in Munnering Lane is now a residence ablaze with
and 1899 for
colourful window boxes, while a onetime boot factory and school annex in
local
Bagung Lane now operates as the Princes Hill Community Centre.
businessman
George
Godfree…

Three prominent single-story houses in Wilson Street were built between 1893
and 1899 for local businessman George Godfree, whose store on the corner of
Faraday and Lygon Street still operates today.
As well as Spartels Flats, Bowen Crescent is also home to popular sporting and
recreational facility, Princes Park, today showing little evidence of its former
past as a dumping ground for human waste. A fine Kangaroo finial graces an
equally impressive Edwardian house and garden at 54 Bowen Crescent.
The North Carlton Railway Neighbourhood House (Solly Avenue), formerly the
North Carlton station on the Inner Circle railway, stands as a reminder of the
passenger service that operated from the 1880s until its closure in 1948.
By the time we reached our final stop, Redmond Park Aged Care facility in
Pigdon Street, our weary legs needed a rest. Off to Naughty Boy café in Lygon
Street for a welcome lunch to round off an enjoyable and interesting morning.
Thanks to our tutor Chris Friday for a great start to Historic Walks.
Tina Hocking

Former dying and waterproofing works
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Memoir Writing Three
At the end of last year all the people expressing an interest in Memoir Writing
met over Zoom. It was decided that the original group (Memoir Writing One)
would remain intact as they had worked together over a period of some years.
The new ‘would be’ memoir writers seemed to divide neatly into two groups:
those who wanted to write in the class and then talk about it (Memoir Writing
Two) and those preferring to write at home and show the group some
excerpts for discussion (Memoir Writing Three).

I have an
assortment of
diary notes and
letters written at At the first meeting of the Memoir Three group we discovered an amazingly
the time, as well diverse set of subjects among our members. 'The time I lived in a cave',
as photos.
'Working in Timor Leste in 1999', 'Unravelling some mysteries about my

parents', 'How I discovered the work I wanted to do living with my father-inlaw in London' and 'Memories of my parents in the 1940s before my sister was
born'.
I invited Janet Taylor to write about her project of living in a cave in Crete:
I’m taking the opportunity of the memoir group to put together my memories
of what was a very special time for me when I lived in a cave in Crete in 1969,
the ‘hippy' caves of Matala. I have an assortment of diary notes and letters
written at the time, as well as photos. I am trying to put them together to
make a coherent story, transcribing, editing and commenting on the handwritten notes. I'm enjoying reliving those moments and it is interesting to be
able to share them in the group to have other people’s reactions.
Cate Lewis and Janet Taylor

The view of Matala from my cave – Janet Taylor
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Ageing Well in Yarra
The main event this year for the Ageing Well in Yarra group was the Let’s
Connect Forum and lunch in March at Collingwood Town Hall Ballroom.
… to facilitate
connections
between the
groups and
develop a shared
vision for making
Yarra an agefriendly city.

This event was jointly run by U3A Yarra City and Aged and Disability Services
Yarra Council to fulfill our Community Grant 2020-2021. We invited
Community Groups and advertised on Eventbrite through Yarra Libraries as
well as through U3A.
The speakers were:
•

Nina Hansen – U3A Ageing Well in Yarra Group

•

Cindy Liu – Access and Inclusion Planning and Resource Officer (very
interested in intersectionality, community-building, universal design)

•

Blake Farmar-Bowers – Coordinator Open Space Planning and Design
(leads a team of architects, open space planners etc.)

•

Lauren Brooker – Coordinator Active and Healthy Ageing (Aged and
Disability Services) Age-friendly cities, bringing it all together!

•

Jonno Morris – U3A Ageing Well in Yarra Group and Active Ageing
Advisory Committee member.

The purpose of this Forum was to connect with other groups in the City of
Yarra to facilitate connections between the groups and develop a shared vision
for making Yarra an age-friendly city.
This follows on from our Webinar held online in Seniors Week in October 2021.
Helen Nankervis

U3A Yarra City Office hours
Our office at 17 Stanton St Abottsford is open:
Monday 1-3pm and Friday 10-12 noon.
Closed during Public Holidays and School Holidays
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A hidden gem
The Melbourne Athenaeum Library
The Athenaeum or Melbourne Athenaeum is an
art and cultural hub in the central business
district of Melbourne. Founded in 1839, it is the
city's oldest cultural institution.
Originally established as The Melbourne
Mechanics Institution, it aimed to provide ‘the
diffusion of literary, scientific and other useful
knowledge amongst its members’. In the early
days, this was achieved by establishing a
subscription library, reading room, museum and
art gallery.
Later renamed the Melbourne Athenaeum, it
provided a central focus for the community and
the variety of activities recorded is probably one
of the best indicators of the social and cultural
interests of the community at the time. There
were boxing and wrestling matches, canary
shows, theatre productions, smoke nights, art
exhibitions, flower shows, bazaars, fetes, chess
clubs and auctions. Talks were held about
geology, astronomy and the benefits of total
abstinence. Until the 1970s, there was also an art
gallery, now part of the theatres, with artists such
as Arthur Streeton and Clarice Beckett among the
exhibitors. The gallery is now the Athenaeum 2
Studio, a 250-seat Black Box style venue.

On the building's first floor, the Melbourne
Athenaeum Library is a special place with its
location, ambience and general sense of history.
Renovations approved by Heritage Victoria
enhance the charm of the space with its
wonderful views over Collins Street.
While housing an excellent book, eBook and
magazine collection, including a renowned
collection of crime fiction, library members can
take part in a variety of book clubs, screen clubs,
author talks and cultural partnerships such as
our annual artist-in-residence and playwright-inresidence programs.
Members also enjoy regular chamber, jazz and
contemporary music performances held among
the bookshelves. Some of the city’s most highlyregarded musicians agree that the library
provides a remarkable ambience and acoustics
for intimate live performances.
The library’s history is a source of pride, and
many people visit, lured by its standing as one of
Melbourne’s three oldest institutions.
To visit the Library and for membership
benefits, please call 9650 3100. For more
information visit:
•

library@melbourneathenaeum.org.au.

•

www.melbourneathenaeum.org.au

•

www.mahistory.org.au

Christine Gibbs

Athenaeum 2019 (Grace Petrou)

Library interior
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Profile – Margaret Gibson

What did you do before retirement?

How did you become involved with our U3A?

In my working life, first as a teacher and then as
a social worker working primarily with
immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers, I was
focused on assisting others to achieve their
aims. In contrast, now at U3A I find it really
relaxing and stimulating to have moved from a
helping role to that of a person who is herself
being helped or instructed.

I had just retired and was feeling at a bit of a
loose end when I saw a brochure at the gym. I
had heard about U3A from a former colleague
who set up a U3A branch at the Institute for the
Blind at Kooyong. Mary inspired us all with the
work she did, so I was ready to discover what
possibilities U3A could offer me.
What roles have you had?
Unfortunately, I threw myself into this with
misdirected enthusiasm. When my application to
join U3A had not been acknowledged promptly, I
rang Margaret Donald who, unknown to me, was
the President and suggested improvements to
efficiency. She listened to me patiently and within
weeks I had been prevailed upon to join the
Committee. With a sense of obligation I agreed
and found myself appointed secretary; a decision
that seemed to have occurred independently of
me.
What do you like most about participating with
U3A?
After two years as secretary, it was time to stand
down and allow someone else to take on the
position. During this time, I discovered the Playreading group and how enjoyable it could be to
immerse yourself in someone else’s life for a
morning. I joined it and since 2019 have been the
tutor for the group, something I have found really
rewarding, even during COVID.

Tell us something about yourself that not
many people know?
My earliest life ambition was to be a circus girl
and I spent a lot of time trying to set up a tight
rope so I could practise. However, about twelve
years ago in Malaysia I had the opportunity to
work on the trapeze and I decided it was too
late to take it up.
Any advice for new members?
For those of you new to U3A either as members
or tutors, grasp the opportunities it offers to
explore new areas of knowledge or enjoyment
and follow up ‘long cherished loves’, both
people and activities. Participation brings its
own rewards of stimulation and an opening to
further ideas, activities, and people. I hope to
meet you there.

I love the opportunities U3A offers to follow areas
of interest, which might not have been possible
while working. Unexpectedly, I have renewed
contact with university friends with whom I had
lost touch during our working lives, as well as
making new friends and acquaintances. For me
U3A has truly been a University of the Third Age.
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Photo gallery

Botanic Gardens seasonal walk 2

Australian art at Ian Potter Gallery

Galleries members

Literature - different voices, different places

Spanish tutor Phillip’s birthday

Lyn, Cecelia, Jennie and Ruth
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Diary dates

Semester Dates 2022

2022

9 - 25 Apr:

School holidays & Easter

24 June:

Semester 1 ends

11 July

Semester 2 starts

Jun:

New courses and Forums published

16 June:

Newsletter submissions due

20 June:

New enrolments for Semester 2

See the website and The Bulletin for updates

Committee 2022

Other positions

President: David Lee

Membership Officer: Viv Blanksby

Deputy President: Peter Moore (Clifton Hill)

Office Manager: Mary Walker

Secretary: Jan Tinetti

PayPal, myU3A support group liaison: Andy
Hansen

Treasurer and Communications: Sue Kurt
Program Coordinator: Lyn Watson (Forums)
Privacy Officer & Program (Venues): Christine
Harrison

Newsletter: Tina Hocking, Lyn Morgan,
Susannah Dax

Tutor Liaison/Database Support & Mail Chimp:
Frank Moore
Distribution of promotional materials, program:
Lynn Maru
General Committee: Margaret Gibson

Connect with U3A Yarra City
FaceBook:

Send photos and articles to our email address u3ayarracity@gmail.com
with Facebook in the Subject line or go directly via Facebook.

Web:

www.u3ayarracity.org.au

On Yer Bike:

https://onyerbike-u3a.org.au

News & Events Bulletin: Latest news communication via email
Newsletter:

Published March, June and November.
Email u3ayarracity@gmail.com with Newsletter in the Subject line, or post to:
Newsletter Coordinator, U3A Yarra City, 17 Stanton Street, Abbotsford 3067.
U3A Yarra City Reg: AC047182K
Printed courtesy of the office of Adam Bandt MP

