
T: 0459 779872  

E: u3ayarracity@gmail.com  

W: www.u3ayarracity.org.au 

FaceBook: http://www.facebook.com/u3ayarra  

17 Stanton Street 

Abbotsford 3067 

Office hours: Mon 1-3pm, Fri 10-12 noon 
(Closed public holidays & school holidays) 

 

 Page 1 of 11 

Newsletter 
November 2022 

Contents 

President’s update ......................... 1 

Program and Forums update ........ 2 

Homeshare ....................................... 3 

Art for All ....................................... 3 

Our bookclub adventure ............... 4 

2022 Christmas message ............. 4 

Tale of the two Peters .................. 5 

Vale: John Lambrianou .................. 5 

Birdlife Aussie Bird Count ........... 6 

CCHG December dinner ................ 6 

Bicycle touring in England ............ 7 

Spanish with Tutor Philip ............. 8 

Lifelong Learning summer school 8 

Profile – Phillip McIntyre ............. 9 

Urgent call for volunteers ........... 9 

Photo gallery .................................. 10 

Diary dates ..................................... 11 

  

 

Peter Moore 

President’s update 

This year has been another rollercoaster year. The return of 
face to face gatherings has been very welcome, but COVID has 
not yet gone away… it’s bounced back in strangely named 
variants and it seems another wave is starting. As a vulnerable 
demographic our best lines of defense are to get whatever 
vaccinations are offered, to wear masks in questionable 
situations, to ensure good ventilation and to maintain 
distancing wherever possible.  

As your incoming President I’d like to extend heartfelt thanks 
to David Lee for his exceptional leadership extending over four 
years as President of U3A Yarra City. David’s collegiate 
approach, hard work and engaging manner have been 
instrumental in ensuring that our group has not only survived 
the COVID lockdowns, but that we’ve maintained our core 
support for members when it was most needed.  

At our November meeting the committee welcomed new 
member Barry Giddings and the return from illness of Jan 
Tinetti. I’m sure both will make valuable contributions. 
Continuing in the committee are David Lee, Viv Blanksby, Sue 
Kurt, Frank Moore and Margaret Gibson, with support from 
Mary Walker and Lyn Watson. We have two subcommittees 
looking after Programming and Promotions. Please do talk to 
any committee member about questions or concerns, we are 
your representatives.  

A review of our Rules was undertaken during this year, 
culminating in two motions accepted at the AGM. Thank you 
to those who contributed suggestions that ensured the 
changes were practical and brought our basic legal document 
up to date. 

At the AGM four honorary life memberships were awarded for 
significant contributions to our group: to Jenny John, Tina 
Hocking, Robert Hocking and Teresa Pitt. Thanks and 
congratulations! 

During the year our membership management system was 
changed to ‘UMAS’. Fortunately we were able to tap into 
support from the U3A Network UMAS team.   Cont. 

http://www.u3ayarracity.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/u3ayarra
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Enrolments for 

2023 classes 

begin on the 28th 

of November  

The cut-over to UMAS was fairly quick and so far, almost painless, in large part 
thanks to Frank Moore’s expertise and attention to detail. 

Enrolments for 2023 begin on the 28th of November through UMAS and 
additional instructions will be provided to assist in this process.  

Finally, I wish everyone a safe and happy Christmas and hope to meet many of 
you in 2023. I’m looking forward to another great year at U3A Yarra City. 

Peter Moore  

 

 

 

 

We continue to 

go from strength 

to strength in 

providing a 

social, healthy, 

and friendly 

opportunities for 

our members. 

 

 

Program and Forums update 

Our program this year has seen us returning almost to normal after the 
previous two years. Even masks are a thing of the past! 

This year we maintained our 40 plus courses, including four new ones. 
Activities included: 10 exercise and outdoor activities, 9 history, books, art, 
and music, 3 film, 6 languages, 5 craft and games, 3 writing, 2 ageing well and 
one computer, dining, meditation and current affairs.  

The forums program was varied with a hybrid program in Term 1, enabling 
people to either attend in person or online, in Term 2 it this was replaced by a 
new short course on First Nations, delivered by Rodney Spark. In Term 3 it was 
in abeyance, and Term 4 we had a full program of speakers. 

One of the challenges this year was the unavailability of the Collingwood 
Library Meeting Room. We had to relocate to Bargoonga Nganjin North Fitzroy 
Library for the scheduled groups and forums. Although this was difficult for our 
Richmond members we did adapt – and with good humour. Our Christmas 
Quiz celebration conducted by Wendy Hall, and lunch, is December 14th at the 
Collingwood Library Meeting Room - be there! 

In 2023 we have two new courses: Mauris Bianchin has started a 500-card 
group, and Rob Salter is introducing a short course, Living an Ethical Public Life, 
while Rodney Spark has revised his highly successful First Nations course. 
Unfortunately, for Term 1, 2023 we’ll return to Bargoonga Nganjin North 
Fitzroy Library.  

We are grateful to Christine Harrison for her support this year, including venue 
bookings, and organising our morning tea to discuss rules changes and to 
welcome Term 3.  

One exciting development which has occupied us is the move to the new 
database, UMAS. This has entailed quite a bit of transition work but should 
smooth bookings, notifications, and ease of use.  

As I am retiring from this position which I have held since 2014, we have a 
group to replace me convened by David Lee and including Jan Tinetti. We 
continue to go from strength to strength in providing a social, healthy, and 
friendly opportunities for our members. 

Lyn Watson 
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… this mutually 

beneficial 

arrangement 

which matches 

‘householders’ 

with 

‘homesharers’… 

 

 

Homeshare 

In October we had a very interesting Forum on Homeshare by Daniella 
Genende, the Homeshare Coordinator. She outlined this mutually beneficial 
arrangement which matches ‘householders’ with ‘homesharers’ by a rigorous 
process that enables people over 65 to remain comfortably in their own homes. 
This is a Commonwealth Government initiative. 

There are some Homeshare booklets in the U3A office describing this and 
Daniella has suggested an episode of Compass which profiled Homeshare: ABC’s 
Compass episode, ‘Perfect Match’. 

She would like us to spread the word about Homeshare.  

If this is something you or a friend would be interested in or if you have any 
questions, please contact Daniella on 1800 692 464 and ask for the Homeshare 
team or email homeshare@careconnect.org.au 

Lyn Watson 

 

 

 

 

…I encourage 

other U3A 

members who 

have a passion 

for something 

to share their 

enthusiasm 

through a class. 

Art for All  

Ten years and more of observation and mark making 

My first class in 2012 was six weeks of landscape painting in Edinburgh Gardens. 
Over the past 11 years it has been my privilege to share my love of art, the 
inspiration of the local urban landscape and the careful observation of whatever 
catches the eye of each participant in 
the class. We continued to inspire 
each other online during lockdown. 
This class was very much about 
looking with fresh eyes and a new 
perspective at objects and places that 
are easy to overlook. It was also an 
opportunity to venture outside our 
comfort zone as we tried new 
materials and subject matter.  

We have really functioned as a cooperative. All participants have given me much 
inspiration and encouraged me to explore new techniques and shared visions.  

In semester one 2023 I am taking long service leave so I’m hoping the class will 
continue or another member will be inspired to share their enthusiasm for art 
and tutor a new class. I heartily recommend it as you benefit from preparing 
sessions and I often discovered old work in my studio that was worth revisiting.  

I am not a professional artist and I encourage other U3A members who have a 
passion for something to share their enthusiasm through a class. After my long 
service leave, which will allow me to work on my own projects, I hope to offer 
the occasional half days of art making in local parks. I have met so many 
wonderful people through this art class and I am grateful for their enthusiasm.  

Jenny John tutor Artists, Val and Julie 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fiview.abc.net.au%2Fshow%2Fcompass%2Fseries%2F34%2Fvideo%2FRN1911H004S00&data=05%7C01%7Cdgenende%40careconnect.org.au%7Cfb02688c68e94b0aeae408da4e7c95cb%7Cd30dfc41ee2d417698b32844e404f132%7C0%7C0%7C637908595985644514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=95k2fs3PVN4s1tC0ydo1Zo3WCwXcyOsna1GqgoaAAdI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fiview.abc.net.au%2Fshow%2Fcompass%2Fseries%2F34%2Fvideo%2FRN1911H004S00&data=05%7C01%7Cdgenende%40careconnect.org.au%7Cfb02688c68e94b0aeae408da4e7c95cb%7Cd30dfc41ee2d417698b32844e404f132%7C0%7C0%7C637908595985644514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=95k2fs3PVN4s1tC0ydo1Zo3WCwXcyOsna1GqgoaAAdI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:homeshare@careconnect.org.au
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Usually, an 

unappealing 

style for me 

however, from 

page one I was 

engaged. 

 

Our bookclub adventure 

Our book club has met for fifteen years. One of the ten members, Darryl, a 
recently retired teacher, casually suggested that we join him in Tassie in June for 
our next meeting. He was house sitting for a few months.  

All it took was enthusiastic agreement, and a ‘Why not?’ attitude. It could have 
remained as a random idea. However, another friend sent me a message about 
a Jetstar sale. I hopped on our Bookers Whats App, checked with Darryl re 
possible dates, sorted them and, within an hour, six of us had booked our cheap 
Jetstar seats.  

Darryl had chosen a book set in Launceston. An emerging 
writer, Robbie Arnott and his first book, Flames, 
arguably, his best in the magical realism genre. Usually, 
an unappealing style for me however, from page one I 
was engaged. 

Five of us alighted at Launceston airport on a Friday 
afternoon. Super chauffeur Darryl picked us up and off 
we went to our weekend abode – a wonderful, owner 
built home deep in a forest near Lilydale, 35 kms north of 
Launceston. Fabulous dinner – Darryl’s a great cook, a few drinkies and bed. 

Saturday morning saw us heading for Notley Fern Gorge, a stunning State Park 
30 kms away. It’s an area featured several times in the book, an hour’s walk into 
a damp and beautiful fern land with absolutely huge tree ferns and abundant 
orange fungi.  

Next, off to a winery for tastings and an extended lunch (winery not mentioned 
in the book!). Back home for a nap then out to dinner in Launceston – Mud 
Restaurant – celebrating the huge mud flats in the Tamar. As we gazed over this 
huge river, we imagined the Water Rat god featured in the book making its way 
downstream. 

Sunday – off to the iconic Cataract gorge, then finally, to our book discussion. 
We were joined by two Melbourne members via Zoom. Great discussion, 
enlivened by our visits to several of the areas featured in Flames. A totally 
memorable experience.  

We plan next to seek a book set in Chile or India and try the same process!! 

Judy Mc Williams 

2022 Christmas message 

The Newsletter Committee (Lyn, Susannah, Helen, Tina, 
Madeleine and Christine) wish all U3A Yarra City members a 
happy end of year holiday. Enjoy catching up with family and 
friends and continue travelling. We look forward to seeing you in 
our classes in 2023. 
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There are in fact 

two Peter 

Moores! 

 

Tale of the two Peters 

Peter Moore was getting slightly confused. As the leader of the Walk and 
Coffee group he couldn’t work out why he was receiving emails about cycling. 
After initially returning the emails with a polite message that he didn’t know 
who they were intended for, he was even more bemused when a couple more 
arrived. He decided there must be another Peter Moore. Not necessarily a 
doppelganger, but certainly someone with the same name.  

And so it turned out. There are in fact two Peter Moores! One is a walker and 
in fact has walked the Alpine Trail, as his very engaging forum talk on walking 
the trail revealed, the other is a cyclist and co-leads the Monday Yarra Easy 
Riders group. One lives in the northern part of Yarra, the other down south.  

Finally, they met. Despite the differences, they decided they in fact have a lot 
in common, namely: 

• membership of U3A Yarra City 

• people’s disappointment upon meeting 

them and discovering they were not 

THE Peter Moore, the dual Brownlow 

Medalist and ex captain of 

Collingwood. Oh, and father of Darcy. 

• a belief in the benefits of moving 

• they like a good laugh! 

David Lee 

 

 

 

…was always 

prompt to arrive 

and tired the 

rest of us out 

each week. 

Vale: John Lambrianou 

John Lambrianou died 7th September 2022.  

He had been a long-term member of the 
U3A Table Tennis group and had a particular 
enthusiasm for the game, in other words 
was always prompt to arrive and tired the 
rest of us out each week.  John was a 
biochemist by trade and worked with 
Melbourne Pathology for over 40 years. He 
will be remembered by the team as a sweet 
man, helpful and decent and above all loved 
his table tennis. We will all miss him and 
think of him each week.  

Susannah Dax and Cecelia Winkelman 
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It’s easy to 

take part and 

you can submit 

a single count 

or dozens. You 

don’t need to 

know a lot 

about birds, 

either. 

 

 

 

 

 

Birdlife Aussie Bird Count 

From 17-23 October, I took part in Birdlife Australia’s Aussie Bird Count. On 
each of five days I stood, binoculars in hand, and recorded every bird I saw 
across a timed 20 minutes. The brief was to sit or stand in the one place, but 
whenever a twittering or squawk or distinctive call sounded from the other side 
of a clump of melaleuca or behind the saltbush, the temptation was great and I 
confess to wandering just a few metres once or twice. 

When I submitted my first checklist in the late afternoon of Day One I found an 
impressive 15,301 lists had already been recorded. By the end of the week, over 
124,000 checklists were submitted and over four million birds counted: from the 
common and everyday starlings and sparrows to the 
dainty little fairy wrens and fantails; from birds that 
are exciting to find, like the pair of Horsfield’s 
Bronze-Cuckoos I spotted on Day Three, to those we 
could well do without, such as the Common Mynas. 
In the coming months, BirdLife Australia will collate, 
vet and analyse the data. It will then be used to help 
understand which birds are thriving and which need help, whether the 
migratory birds have arrived as expected, and to assess the impacts of 
development, re-greening and rehabilitation. 

It’s easy to take part and you can submit a single count or dozens. You don’t 
need to know a lot about birds, either. There’s a BirdLife App that helps with 
identification and if you’re not sure about a bird you can simply omit it. And if 
you can’t wait for next year’s Aussie Bird Count, Birds in Backyards is a chance 
to get involved in seasonal, quarterly surveys and help protect our precious 
avian friends. 

Marie Thorpe 

 

CCHG December dinner 

You are invited to join the Carlton Community History Group (CCHG) for an evening of  

fine food, pleasant company and a special presentation by Carlton Football Club  

official historian Tony De Bolfo. 

When: Wednesday 7 December 2022 at 6.30pm 

Where: North Fitzroy Arms Hotel, 296 Rae Street, North Fitzroy 

Bookings: Via Eventbrite 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/carlton-community-history-group-december-dinner-tickets-
449172927317 

Cost: This event is free. Food and drinks are available at hotel prices. 

Check the CCHG website http://www.cchg.asn.au/ or email cchg@y7mail.com 

  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/carlton-community-history-group-december-dinner-tickets-449172927317
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/carlton-community-history-group-december-dinner-tickets-449172927317
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Bicycle touring in England 

We rode a tandem from Reading to Taunton via 
the Devon Coast-to-Coast bike path from 
Ilfracombe to Plymouth, about 800km, over two 
months to October 2022. 

It was a great ride, through beautiful English 
countryside, picture-postcard villages, the 
thriving city centres of Bath, Bristol and 
Plymouth, along spectacular coastlines, and over 
rugged Exmoor and Dartmoor! 

The National Bicycle Network, or NBN, is a 
comprehensive network across the whole UK, 
utilising a mix of (mostly) quiet country lanes, 
bridle paths (horse-riding trails), mountain-bike 
trails, disused railway lines, canal towpaths, 
separated bike paths in cities and, for short 
distances, beside busy inter-city roads. The 
emphasis of the NBN is on safety, but of course 
to get to your accommodation you mostly need 
to leave the bike path and cycle on busy city 
streets. English car drivers hardly ever hoot at 
cyclists though.  

Much of the network has been created by 
Sustrans (short for Sustainable Transport) over 
the past 30 years or so, with various county 
councils and others joining in. 

 

 

Often the (numbered) bike paths have signage, 
but not always. Sustrans sells maps, but the best 
way to access the entire network is via the 
Ordnance Survey (OS) map series - high-quality 
mapping of the entire UK. Download the app, 
then the entire data set (about 30 minutes) for 
£7/month, which includes a Sustrans overlay 
(showing whether on or off-road) and GPS co-
ordinates. 

Where the NBN does not go, a train does, and 
UK trains take bikes, a service which we used 
several times. 

We booked accommodation as we went along, 
using mostly Airbnb, Booking.com and 
Hotel.com. Self-catering was typically only 
available in the larger places. Sometimes the 
hotels we stayed in predated European 
settlement in Australia by a good couple of 
hundred years! Often we extended our stay one 
to three days when we realised how much there 
was to see. Hotel staff were always very 
friendly. The typical daily costing was about 
A$250 for the two of us, everything included. 
We carried about 25 kg of luggage between us. 
Most other cyclists carried no luggage. Perhaps 
they used tour organisers to do this. Typically, 
we rode about 35km per riding day. 

There is an awful lot waiting for you! 

Michael Metelmann  

  

Janet Cheng – canal lock in Wiltshire Michael photgraphing in Exemoor 
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How did you go 

readers?  Now 

you have made 

it this far why 

not join in… 

Spanish with Tutor Philip 

On the trail as a U3A News Reporter, I asked the Intermediate Spanish class 
what they liked most about learning Spanish with U3A and here’s what they 
said: 

‘El maesto tiene mucho patiencia y explica la gramatica muy claro’ 

The teacher has a lot of patience and explains the grammar clearly 

‘Es muy interesante aprender otra idiomas’ 

It is very interesting to learn other languages 

‘Un groupo simpatico y un groupo alegre’ 

A pleasant group and a lively group 

‘El maestro es excelente y muy tranquilo’ 

The teacher is excellent and very laid back 

‘Somos muy divertides’ 

We are very fun loving 

How did you go readers?  Now you have 
made it this far why not join in – there are 
openings in the 2023 classes for beginners 
and for Intermediate speakers.  

Hasta luego! 

Susannah Dax 

 

 

 

We were housed 

in post grad. 

digs and had all 

the privileges of 

post graduate 

students for 

two glorious 

weeks. 

Lifelong Learning summer school 

At Girton College Cambridge 

Several years ago, I was lucky enough to read an article in the U3A Bulletin titled 
‘Life Long Learning at Cambridge University ‘and I decided to go. The subjects I 
chose were Jane Austin, Architecture of Cambridge, Tudors and Stuarts and Art 
History. There was no homework, and the tutors were all brilliant post-doctoral 
fellows. We were housed in post grad. digs and had all the privileges of post 
graduate students for two glorious weeks. There were fascinating 
extracurricular activities including a trip to the London Museum with a curator 
guide, the science centre at Cambridge, art excursions and Kings College Chapel. 
We visited the Parker Library pouring over ancient books and were hosted by 
the Master in the grand dining room of College. So posh and so learned. Dr Nick 
Godfrey is now advertising the 2023 summer programmes. If this appeals, I can 
highly recommend it and tell Nick that I sent you. No-one can tell this ‘early 
school leaver’ that I have not studied at Cambridge (and indeed I have)! Email Dr 
Nick Godfrey lifelonglearning@girton.cam.ac.uk. 

Susannah Dax 

mailto:lifelonglearning@girton.cam.ac.uk
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Profile – Phillip McIntyre 

How did you become involved with U3A?  

My partner inveigled me into it. He was in 
the 'On Yer Bike' group and someone 
mentioned some U3A people were interested 
in a Spanish Class. ‘Oh you speak Spanish,’ he 
told me, ‘so you can teach it!’ 

What? It's not that good, I said. but... 

What did you do before retirement?  

For many years I was a teacher of English to 
adult migrants and trainer of Teaching 
English to Speakers of Other Languages 
(TESOL) teachers. I still had all my lesson 
notes from beginner level and they included 
speaking activities of course, so I realised I 
could translate them into Spanish and use 
them.  

What role do you have? Has it been 
rewarding?  

Teaching adults is always rewarding, 
otherwise I wouldn't have lasted in TESOL for 
so long. There have been two unexpected 
rewards: First, it's given me a chance to 
revise and extend my use of the language, 
some of which I'd forgotten: ‘Oh, that word is 
feminine!’ ‘Oh, I remember that idiomatic 
expression and who taught it to me.’ etc. I 
learnt. Second, I have made some firm 
friends through the classes - some are also in 
'On Yer Bike' and they have been most 
welcome as a number of my long time close 
friends have died over the past several years.  

What do you like most about participating with 
U3A?  

The people I've met through this and on longer 
country rides at the invitation for partners of 'On 
Your Bike' group. 

Tell us something about yourself that not many 
people know? 

I was jailed in 1964 for being homosexual which 
was traumatic but in 2017 my police record was 
expunged, and I was invited to parliament along 
with other such 'victims' to receive a whole of 
government apology for ‘ever having had such 
unjust laws.’ 

Any words of support for new tutors? 

You should not be afraid to try! U3A is as much 
about social interaction as it is about learning. 
Yarra in particular is not as academic as some 
other U3As. The learning is therefore more 
relaxed, and people learn more easily that way - 
and more enjoyably. 

Susannah Dax 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Urgent call for volunteers  

Volunteers are desperately needed to keep our U3A office functioning. All 

it takes is two hours, once a month, either on a Monday afternoon (1 – 3 pm) 

or a Friday morning (10 – 12 noon). Training and support are provided.  

Please email your offer to u3ayarracity@gmail.com,  

ATTN: Mary Walker, or phone the office on 0459 779 872. 

Your support is appreciated. 

mailto:u3ayarracity@gmail.com
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Photo gallery  

  

Coffee after Tacit Gallery  Tacit Gallery 

  

Shy table tennis group? Happy Friday cyclists 

 
  

Lynne and Gwyneth at Cranbourne gardens Maurice and Denise at the 500 Card group 
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Diary dates  

2022-2023 

28 Nov: Membership renewal, course 
enrolments open 

13 Dec:  Christmas Quiz 

16 Dec: Office closes 

23 Jan:  Office reopens 

 

 

Semester Dates 2023 

30 Jan: Semester 1 starts 

6 -23 Apr: School holidays & Easter 

23 June: Semester 1 ends 

 

 

Committee 2022  

President: Peter J Moore 

Vice President: David Lee 

Secretary: Viv Blanksby 

Treasurer: Sue Kurt 

Program Coordinator: David Lee 

Committee members 

Margaret Gibson, Barry Giddings 

Other positions 

Program Support: Sue Kurt, Jan Tinetti, Lyn 
Watson 

Other positions cont: 

Database/UMAS Coordinator: Frank Moore 

Database: Sue Kurt  

Tutor Liaison: Frank Moore 

Promotions and publications: Peter Moore, Viv 
Blanksby, Sue Kurt, David Lee 

Membership Officer: Viv Blanksby 

Office Manager: Mary Walker  

Newsletter: Tina Hocking, Lyn Morgan, 
Susannah Dax 

Connect with U3A Yarra City 

FaceBook: Send photos and articles to our email address u3ayarracity@gmail.com 
with Facebook in the Subject line or go directly via Facebook. 

Web: www.u3ayarracity.org.au  

On Yer Bike: https://onyerbike-u3a.org.au 

News & Events Bulletin: Latest news communication via email  

Newsletter:  Published March, June and November.  

Email u3ayarracity@g mail.com with Newsletter in the Subject line, or post to: 
Newsletter Coordinator, U3A Yarra City, 17 Stanton Street, Abbotsford 3067. 

U3A Yarra City Reg: AC047182K 

 

Printed courtesy of the office of Adam Bandt MP 

https://www.facebook.com/U3A-Yarra-City-Inc-780825025271568/
mailto:u3ayarracity@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/
http://www.u3ayarracity.org.au/
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https://www.facebook.com/U3A-Yarra-City-Inc-780825025271568/

